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1. Introduction

This document is the Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) for
the Ballymun / Finglas to City Centre Core Bus Corridor Scheme (referred to as the Proposed Scheme throughout
this NTS). The Proposed Scheme will support integrated sustainable transport use through infrastructure
improvements for active travel (both walking and cycling), and the provision of enhanced bus priority measures
for existing (both public and private) and all future services that will use the corridor.

The Proposed Scheme will have an overall length of 11km (kilometres) and is comprised of two main sections in
terms of the route it follows, namely:

x Ballymun to City Centre (hereafter referred to as the Ballymun Section); and
x  Finglas to Phibsborough (referred to as the Finglas Section).

The Ballymun Section wil FRPPHQFH RQ 5 %DOO\PXQ 5RDG DW LWV MXQFWLRQ ZL\
of M50 Motorway Junction 4 and will be routed along the R108 on Ballymun Road, St. Mobhi Road, Botanic Road,

Prospect Road, Phibsborough Road, Constitution Hill and R132 Church Street as far as R148 Arran Quay at the

River Liffey on the western edge of Dublin City Centre. Priority for buses will be provided along the entire route,
consisting primarily of dedicated bus lanes in both directions, where feasible, with alternative measures proposed

at particularly constrained locations such as at R108 St. Mobhi Road. A complementary cycle route is proposed

along the Royal Canal Bank in Phibsborough.

The Finglas Section of the Proposed Scheme will commence on the R135 Finglas Road at the junction with R104

6W ODUJDUHWYV 5RDG DQG ZLOO EH URXWHG DORQJ WKH 5 JLQJODV 5]
where it will join the Ballymun Section of the Proposed Scheme. Priority for buses will be provided along the entire

route, consisting of dedicated bus lanes in both directions. Continuous segregated cycle tracks will be provided

IURP WKH &KXUFK 6WUHHW -XQFWLRQ LQ )LQJODV W Bsed Blohg/ e Fifagtad Q H U
Bypass at the northern end of the Proposed Scheme, as there are more suitable routes are available along local

streets.

The route of the Proposed Scheme is presented in Image 1.1, and general arrangement drawings of the Proposed
Scheme are appended to this NTS.
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Imagel.1: Route of the Proposed Scheme

The Proposed Scheme would significantly enhance travel by public transport by providing bus priority as well as
improved pedestrian and cycling infrastructure. Currently this access corridor is characterised by traffic congestion
and while there are existing bus lanes on most of the route, buses and cyclists are competing for space with
general traffic for part of the journey, making it less attractive for pedestrians, cyclists and bus users.

Through the provision of increased bus priority infrastructure, the Proposed Scheme will improve both the overall
journey times for buses along the route and their journey time reliability.

In addition to the improvements to bus journey times and journey time reliability, the Proposed Scheme will provide
benefits for cyclists and pedestrians. The scheme design has been developed having regard to the relevant
accessibility guidance and universal design principles so as to provide access for all users.
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The provision of dedicated cycling infrastructure along the Proposed Scheme will make cycling trips safer and
more attractive. In this regard, the Proposed Scheme delivers substantial elements of the National Transport
Authority (NTA) Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan (hereinafter referred to as the Greater Dublin Area Cycle
Network Plan), much of which does not currently have adequate provision, as well as linking with other existing
and proposed cycling schemes and sustainable transport modes, contributing towards the development of a
comprehensive cycling network for Dublin.

Several urban realm upgrades, including widened footpaths, high quality hard and soft landscaping and street
furniture will be provided in areas of high activity to contribute towards a safer, more attractive environment for
pedestrians.

The primary objective of the Proposed Scheme, therefore, is the facilitation of modal shift from car dependency
through the provision of walking, cycle, and bus infrastructure enhancements, thereby contributing to an efficient,
integrated transport system and facilitating a shift to a low carbon and climate resilient City.

The Proposed Scheme is one of 12 schemes to be delivered under the BusConnects Dublin - Core Bus Corridor
Infrastructure Works (hereinafter called the CBC Infrastructure Works). The CBC Infrastructure Works is one of

WKH LQLWLDWLYHYV ZLWKLQ WKH 17%TV RYHUDOO %XV&RQQHFWY 3URJUDP
improve bus services in lIrish cities, including Dublin, so that journeys by bus will be fast, reliable, punctual,
convenient, and affordable. The proposed CBC Infrastructure Works are illustrated in Image 1.2.
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Imagel.2: CBC Infrastructure Works

It is envisaged that the CBC Infrastructure Works, once completed, will deliver the radial Core Bus Corridors
identified in the 1 7 $ Mvansport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 (referred to as the Greater Dublin
Area Transport Strategy).

1.1  Aims and Objectives

The aim of the Proposed Scheme is to provide improved walking, cycling and bus infrastructure on this key access
corridor in the Dublin region, which will enable and deliver efficient, safe, and integrated sustainable transport
movement along the corridor. The objectives of the Proposed Scheme are to:

x Enhance the capacity and potential of the public transport system by improving bus speeds,
reliability and punctuality through the provision of bus lanes and other measures to provide priority
to bus movement over general traffic movements;
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x Enhance the potential for cycling by providing safe infrastructure for cycling, segregated from
general traffic wherever practicable;

x  Support the delivery of an efficient, low carbon and climate resilient public transport service, which
VXSSRUWYVY WKH DFKLHYHPHQW RI ,UHODQGYTV HPLVVLRQ UHGXFWI

x Enable compact growth, regeneration opportunities and more effective use of land in Dublin, for
present and future generations, through the provision of safe and efficient sustainable transport
networks;

x Improve accessibility to jobs, education and other social and economic opportunities through the
provision of improved sustainable connectivity and integration with other public transport services;
and

x  Ensure that the urban realm is carefully considered in the design and development of the transport
infrastructure and seek to enhance key urban focal points where appropriate and feasible.

The planning and design of the Proposed Scheme has been guided by these aims and objectives.

The outcomes achieved from delivering the Proposed Scheme will be:
x An attractive, resilient, equitable public transport network better connecting communities and
improving access to work, education and social activity;

x To facilitate a transport infrastructure network that prioritises walking and cycling and a mode shift
to public transport; and

x To support increased economic and social potential through integrated land use and transport
planning to reduce the time burden of travel.

1.2 Role of the National Transport Authority

The NTA is a statutory non-commercial body, which operates under the aegis of the Department of Transport.
The NTA was established on foot of Number 15 of 2008 - Dublin Transport Authority Act 2008 (as amended)
(referred to as the 2008 Act).

In the case of the Proposed Scheme, the functions of the NTA include undertaking the design and planning
process, seeking (and obtaining) all development consents including related compulsory acquisition approvals
from An Bord Pleanala, and construction the Proposed Scheme (if approved).

2. Environmental Impact Assessment Process

2.1 EIA Process

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a systematic and an iterative process that examines the potential
environmental impacts of a proposed scheme and establishes appropriate design and mitigation measures to
avoid, reduce or offset impacts.

The EIAR reports the findings of an assessment of the environmental impacts of the Proposed Scheme. The
purpose of the EIAR is to:

x Describe the baseline conditions before any work on the Proposed Scheme has commenced,;

x Describe the Proposed Scheme;

x Describe the assessment methodologies used to assess the potential environmental impacts of the
Proposed Scheme;

x Describe environmental issues and any likely significant impacts which may arise during the
Construction and Operational Phases of the Proposed Scheme;

x Consider the potential cumulative impacts as a result of potential impacts from other schemes in
combination with the predicted impacts of the Proposed Scheme;

x Propose mitigation measures to reduce or avoid these impacts; and
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x ldentify the significant residual impacts which occur after the proposed mitigation measures have
been implemented.

All assessments have been carried out in accordance with best practice and applicable guidelines. Some chapters
of the EIAR use specific guidelines related purely to that particular discipline.

This NTS is Volume 1 of the EIAR and presents a summary of the EIAR, including key aspects of the Proposed
Scheme and the associated beneficial and adverse impacts of importance.

The EIAR documents have been divided into the following Volumes for ease of use:

Volume 1 £NTS (this document);
Volume 2 +Main Report;
Volume 3 xFigures; and
Volume 4 +Appendices.

X X X X

3. Need for the Proposed Scheme

3.1 Context

Private car dependence causes significant congestion, affecting our quality of life, our urban environment, and
road safety. As the population of the Greater Dublin Area is projected to rise to almost 1.5 million by 2040, there
will be an increased demand for travel on roads which currently do not have the capacity for more traffic.
Therefore, enhanced sustainable transport options are needed. Without intervention, traffic congestion will lead
to longer and less reliable pedestrian, cycle, and bus journeys throughout the region and this will affect the quality
Rl SHRSOHYV OLYHV 2Qsustdindbler Wakspod infrBsu@ture helps create more sustainable
communities and healthier places, while also stimulating our economic development. It contributes to good health
and well-being when delivered effectively.

3.2  Project Ireland 2040 - National Development Plan 2021-2030

8QGHU WKH KHDGLQJ pODMRU 1DW L e Babona DevBlapdndPraw 2021H 28R0R&tsth&EtW V

D VHOHFWLRQ RI uy6XVWDLQDEOH ORELOLW\Y SURMHFWYV LQ Fl@e®ReoddSed Q WKt
Scheme, forming part of the CBC Infrastructure Works within the overall BusConnects Programme is identified

as a component of a Strategic Investment Priority, with an associated investment commitment, which has been
determined as central to the delivery of the National Planning Framework vision. Delivering the Proposed Scheme

will provide the infrastructure needed to help us move from excessive dependence on private car to walking,

cycling and public transport.

3.3 Climate Action Plan 2021

The Climate Action Plan 2021 sets out at a National level how Ireland is to halve its emissions by 2030 (51%
reduction) and reach net zero no later than 2050. The Climate Action Plan 2021 is a road map to delivering
,UHODQGYfVY FOLPDWH DPELWLRQ 7KHUH DUH DFWLRQV LGHQWLILHG W
transform Ireland into a low carbon nation over the next three decades.

In regard to modal shift, the Climate Action Plan 2021 sets out that:

H7KH SURSRVHG SDWKZD\ LQ WUDQVSRUW LV IRFXVHG RQ DFFHOHU!
use of biofuels, and a modal shift to transport modes with lower energy consumption (e.g. public and
DFWLYH WUDQVSRUW ¢

BURPRWLQJ PRUH VXVWDLQDEOH WUDYHO PRGHV LV VHHQ DV Fithphrégwe FDO |
our health, boost the quality of our lives, meet the needs of our growing urban centres, and connect our rural,
XUEDQ DQG VXEXUEDQ FRPPXQLWLHVY
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BusConnects is referenced as a major transport project that will help to deliver the 500,000 additional sustainable
journeys. A key goal of the Climate Action Plan 2021 is to provide citizens with reliable and realistic sustainable
transport options. The Climate Action Plan 2021 further states:

[the new approach to public transport will be based on a vision of an integrated public transport network,
enabling short, medium and long distance trips for people in every part of Ireland. This will mean
increasing the frequency of existing rail and bus services, and expanding the bus network through the
&RQQHFWLQJ ,UHODQG DSSURDFK 1

The Proposed Scheme is needed to support the key actions set out in the Climate Action Plan 2021. At a local
level, the Proposed Scheme directly supports the provision of sustainable transport options to meet travel
demand. The Proposed Scheme will expand, enhance, and connect to pedestrian and cycle networks and will
help to deliver compact growth on zoned development lands close to the Proposed Scheme.

3.4  Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy

The Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy is an essential component for the orderly development of the Greater
Dublin Area over the next 20 years. The purpose and primary objective of the Greater Dublin Area Transport
Strategy is {0 contribute to the economic, social and cultural progress of the Greater Dublin Area by providing for
the efficient, effective and sustainable movement of people and goods

The Proposed Scheme is needed to support the implementation of the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy in
regard to improving the pedestrian environment along the Proposed Scheme, while taking cognisance of and
supporting pedestrian and urban realm planning objectives locally. In addition, the Proposed Scheme will improve
the existing streetscape / urban realm setting along the corridor. This will include the provision of significantly
enhanced crossing facilities, and the introduction of new and improved landscaping provisions along the corridor,
and a complimentary planting regime and streetscape improvements at key locations will also enhance the
character of the surrounding built environment along the corridor.

The Proposed Scheme supports the implementation of the Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan as it will
provide infrastructure that will support and enhance cycling as a transport mode, including the delivery of
infrastructure for specific routes identified as part of the Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan.

As part of the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy, the Core Bus Network is to be developed to achieve
continuous priority for bus movement on sections of the Core Bus Network within the Metropolitan area. This is
to be achieved through enhanced bus lane provisions and the removal of delays along the routes, and thus
enabling the bus to move more quickly than cars along these routes.

The Proposed Scheme is needed to support the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy in so far as it will provide
infrastructure required to facilitate a pontinuous priority for bus movement on the portions of the Core Bus Network
within the Metropolitan Area flThe Proposed Scheme is heeded to help realise the objectives of the Greater Dublin
Area Transport Strategy by making the bus a faster option for commuters than car-based transport.

The NTA prepared the Core Bus Network Report for the Dublin Metropolitan Area in 2015, which identified those
routes upon which there needed to be a focus on high capacity, high frequency, and reliable bus services, and
where investment in bus infrastructure should be prioritised and concentrated. The Core Bus Network is defined
as a set of primary orbital and radial bus corridors which operate between the larger settlement centres in the
Dublin Metropolitan Area.

The development and implementation of priority infrastructure on the Core Bus Network is needed to ensure that
delays are minimised, reliability is improved and use of buses is made more attractive.

There are three main bus corridors in the north central Dublin area linking the outer suburbs of Swords, Ballymun
and Finglas to the City Centre. The latter two corridors from Ballymun and Finglas are included in this Proposed
Scheme. There is a moderate level of bus priority provision of up to 49% of the length along the overall corridor
length. Buses and cyclists share combined cycle / bus lanes along parts of the route where no segregated cycling
infrastructure is available.
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The Proposed Scheme will increase the effectiveness and attractiveness of bus services operating along the
corridor and will result in more people availing of public transport due to the faster journey times and reliability
improvements which the Proposed Scheme will provide. This in turn will support the potential to increase the bus
network capacity of services operating along the corridor and thereby further increasing the attractiveness of
public transport. In addition to this, the significant segregation and safety improvements to walking and cycling
infrastructure that is a key feature of the Proposed Scheme will further maximise the movement of people travelling
sustainably along the corridor and will therefore cater for higher levels of future population and employment
growth. The Proposed Scheme has been designed to be accessible by all users.

In the absence of the Proposed Scheme, bus services will be operating in a more congested environment, leading
to higher journey times for bus and lower reliability, which will lead to reduced levels of public transport use,
making the bus system far less attractive and less resilient to higher levels of growth. The absence of the walking
and cycling measures provided in the Proposed Scheme will significantly limit the potential to grow those modes
into the future. Overall, the Proposed Scheme will make a significant contribution to the overall aims and objectives
of BusConnects, the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy and will allow the city to grow sustainably into the
future, which would not be possible in the absence of the Proposed Scheme.

4. Consultation

Public participation has been an integral part of the development of the Proposed Scheme from the outset. Non-
statutory consultation was carried out, in three phases (one in relation to the Emerging Preferred Route and two
in relation to the Preferred Route Option), to inform the public and stakeholders of the development of the
Proposed Scheme from an early stage and to seek feedback and participation throughout its development.

The primary objective of the non-statutory public consultation process was and is to provide opportunities for
members of the public and interested stakeholders to contribute to the planning and design of the Proposed
Scheme and to inform the development process. Public participation in the planning and design of the Proposed
Scheme was encouraged from an early stage through on-the-ground engagement and information and media
campaigns.

The non-statutory consultation process assisted in:

x The establishment of a sufficiently robust environmental baseline for the Proposed Scheme and its
surroundings;

x The identification, early in the process, of specific concerns and issues relating to the Proposed
Scheme so that they could be appropriately accounted for in the design and assessment scope;
and

x Ensuring the appropriate involvement of the public and stakeholders in the design and assessment
process.

These consultations are briefly described below.

4.1  Emerging Preferred Route Option Consultation

The first round of public consultation carried out was based on the Emerging Preferred Route and this ran from
26 February 2019 to 31 May 2019.

The issues raised during the first non-statutory public consultation process were considered as part of the route
options assessment process and in determining the preferred route. The Emerging Preferred Route proposals
were amended to address the issues raised in submissions where possible, incorporating suggestions and
recommendations from residents, community groups, elected representatives and stakeholders where
appropriate. These amendments were incorporated into the design and informed the Preferred Route Option
design-development which was subsequently also published for non-statutory public consultation.

At the initiation of the public consultation process, a Community Forum was established with the aim of facilitating
communication between community representatives, elected representatives, and the BusConnects Infrastructure
team. A Community Forum meeting took place, where the Community Forum was provided with an update on the
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design for the Proposed Scheme and given the opportunity to ask questions of the project team and provide
feedback.

4.2  Preferred Route Option Consultations

The Preferred Route Option non-statutory public consultation took place from 4 March 2020 to 17 April 2020. The
public were invited to make written submissions in relation to the published proposals to the BusConnects
Infrastructure team either through an online form, by email or by post. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all further
planned events scheduled after 12 March 2020 were postponed. In deference to the submissions which had
already been received, the decision was made not to cancel the consultation.

The NTA held a third round of public consultation prior to finalising the Preferred Route Option in November 2020

and this took place from 4 November 2020 to 16 December 2020. This third round was carried out using virtual
FRQVXOWDWLRQ URREVFRNMHDEQOLWUWMIDR®MJ ZLWK GHVFULSWLRaPpihg VXSSH
of the draft Preferred Route Option as well as information on all revisions, if any, made since the second round of
non-statutory public consultation in March 2020.

The issues raised during the second and third rounds of public consultation have been considered as part of the
final Preferred Route Option and formed the basis of the preliminary design.

4.3 Consultation with Prescribed Bodies and Other Consultees

In addition to the public consultation on the Proposed Scheme, the NTA team undertook consultation during the
preparation / development of the EIAR with prescribed bodies and relevant non-statutory consultees.

During the development of the EIAR, prescribed bodies (including the Department of Communications, Climate
Action and the Environment, the Department of Transport, Dublin City Council, Fingal County Council, the
Heritage Council) and relevant non-statutory consultees were provided with a report outlining the proposed
approach to the environmental assessment and were invited to comment. Feedback from this consultation was
also used to inform the EIAR and the preliminary design proposals.

4.4 Consultation with Landowners

There has been ongoing engagement with landowners whose properties will be impacted, or potentially affected,
as the design development for the Proposed Scheme has progressed, from the earliest stages of the project in
2018 through to the Autumn of 2021. This engagement has overlapped with the public consultations (in March
2020 and November 2020). Letters were issued between July to September 2020 to request access to properties
to undertake more detailed surveys. Additional letters were sent to affected landowners in July 2021 offering
further engagement. Over the course of the engagements, affected property owners have had the opportunity to
discuss different aspects of the Proposed Scheme with the BusConnects Infrastructure team. Follow-up
conversations have been facilitated as a result of these letters, on request. Direct engagement occurred with all
of the affected property owners.

4.5  Consultation with Local Residents and Business Groups

Throughout the design development of the Proposed Scheme, from the initiation of the first non-statutory public
consultation in February 2019, the NTA facilitated consultation on request with small local resident groups and
with business interests on / adjacent to the route. Similar to the Community Forum meetings, such events
facilitated discussion on the design for the Proposed Scheme and attendees were given the opportunity to ask
guestions of the BusConnects Infrastructure team and to provide feedback.
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5. Alternatives Considered

5.1  Strategic Alternatives

The Proposed Scheme has been developed following careful consideration of alternatives. The Greater Dublin
Area Transport Strategy, and its associated Strategic Environmental Assessment, considered several strategic
options relevant to the Proposed Scheme.

7KH FRQVLGHUDWLRQ RI DOWHUQDWLYH RSWLRQV LQFOXGHG D p'R 1RWKL
Scheme would not be progressed. This option was deemed to be unacceptable as traffic congestion throughout
the Greater Dublin Area is particularly high, with the number of cars on the road increasing and significant daily
traffic delays. Without intervention, potential impacts could worsen for the region, including:
x  Continued growth of traffic congestion;
x Impacts on the ability of the region to grow economically due to increased traffic congestion;
x Longer journey times and increased travel stress will diminish quality of life; and
x  Environmental emissions targets will not be met.

The NTA carried out a review of the existing transport network and future forecasts of travel demand in Dublin.
This review was further broken down into an assessment of existing and future land use and travel patterns and
identified trends and issues within eight transport corridors. Based on these assessments, the most practical set
of transport service proposals was set out for each of the eight corridors, combining to form the overall integrated
transport system for the Greater Dublin Area up to 2035 in the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy.

The Proposed Scheme aligns generally with the broader Corridor A in the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy
which extends from the core City Centre area northwards to Drogheda, via the North Inner City, Ballymun, Dublin
Airport, Swords, and Balbriggan. There is a significant amount of population and employment growth planned for
the larger urban areas within this corridor, including Swords, Balbriggan, South Drogheda, Clongriffin, Ballymun,
Donabate and the Airport environs.

Through the work undertaken in the preparation of the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy, including its
supporting studies, various alternatives to deal with the transport needs which are intended to be addressed by
the Proposed Scheme were identified and considered.

Other strategic alternatives considered included:

Bus Rapid Transit;

Light Rail;

Metro;

Heavy Rail;

Demand Management; and
Technological Alternatives.

X X X X X X

The Proposed Scheme has been developed to provide a level of service similar to Bus Rapid Transit. Arising from
the various studies and analysis that had been carried out, and the specific assessment and transport modelling
work undertaken for the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy, it was concluded that a high quality bus-based
transport system supplemented by the implementation of MetroLink, would be part of the proposed public
transport solution in the corridor of the Proposed Scheme, as the development of an underground Metro would
not remove the need for additional infrastructure to serve the residual bus needs of the area covered by the
Proposed Scheme, nor would it obviate the need to develop the cycling infrastructure required along the route of
the Proposed Scheme.

Demand management and technological alternatives, such as congestion charges, road pricing and electric
vehicles on their own would not remove the need for additional bus transport or cycling infrastructure along the
route of the Proposed Scheme.
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5.2 Route Alternatives

Alternative route options have been extensively considered during the design development of the Proposed
Scheme. The development of the design has also been informed by a review of feedback and new information
received during each stage of public consultation and as the level of data, such as surveys, transport and
environmental data was collected and assessed.

It should be noted that the initial route selection comprised two separate routes (i.e. Ballymun to City Centre and
Finglas to Phibsborough). However, as a result of careful consideration of the alternative route options, these two
routes have been combined to form the Proposed Scheme. The principal reasons for combining the two sections
into the Proposed Scheme include their geographical association, functional interdependence and the fact that
the Finglas to Phibsborough SectionjRLQV WKH %DOO\PXQ WR &LW\ &HQWUH 6HFWLRQ D'
VKDUHV WKH UHPDLQLQJ VHFWLRQ RI WKH URXWH IURP +DUWTYTV &RUQHU V

Development of the Proposed Scheme has evolved in the following stages:

1) Two separate Feasibility Study and Options Assessment Reports were concluded, in 2017 for
the Finglas Section, and in 2018 for the Ballymun Section of the Proposed Scheme, respectively,
setting out the initial route options and concluding with the identification of the Emerging Preferred
Route;

2) A first round of non-statutory Public Consultation was undertaken on the Emerging Preferred
Route from 26 February 2019 to 31 May 2019;

3) Development of the Draft Preferred Route Option  (April 2019 to March 2020). Informed by
feedback from the first round of public consultation, stakeholder engagement and community
engagement and the availability of additional design information, the design of the Emerging
Preferred Route evolved with further alternatives considered;

4) A second round of non-statutory Public Consultation was undertaken on the Draft Preferred Route
Option from 4 March 2020 to 17 April 2020. Due to the introduction of COVID-19 restrictions, some
planned in-person information events were cancelled, leading to a decision to hold a third
consultation later in the year;

5) Further development of an updated Draft P referred Route Option was undertaken subsequent to
the second round of public consultation, which took account of submissions received, continuing
stakeholder engagement and additional design information;

6) A third round of non-statutory Public Consultation was undertaken on the updated Draft Preferred
Route Option from 4 November 2020 to 16 December 2020; and

7) Finalisation of the Preferred Route Option. Informed by feedback from the overall public
consultation process, continuing stakeholder engagement and the availability of additional design
information, the Preferred Route Option, being the Proposed Scheme, was finalised.

The initial route alternatives considered covered a wide network of roads between the City Centre and Ballymun
/ Finglas. These were narrowed down using a high-level qualitative method based on professional judgement and
a general appreciation for existing physical conditions / constraints including environmental considerations within
the study area.

The alternative route options were then evaluated under the following criteria:

Economy;

Safety;

Integration;

Accessibility and Social Inclusion; and
Environment.

X X X X X

Careful consideration for alternative cycling route options was also fundamental in the process of defining the
Emerging Preferred Route.

Infformed by the appraisal of alternative route options, the Emerging Preferred Route was identified. That
Emerging Preferred Route is summarised as follows:



Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) Volume 1 of 4

The Ballymun Section of the Proposed Scheme was summarised as follows:

[the Ballymun Core Bus Corridor (CBC) commences on the R108 Ballymun Road at its junction with
Santry Avenue and Balbutcher Lane (Santry Cross) and is routed along Ballymun Road, St. Mobhi
Road, Botanic Road, Prospect Road, Phibsborough Road, Constitution Hill and Church Street as far as
Arran Quay, where it will join the prevailing traffic management regime on the North Quays. |

The Finglas Section of the Proposed Scheme was summarised as follows:

[ihe Finglas Core Bus Corridor commences on the R135 Finglas Road at the junction between the
)LQJODY 5RDG DQG 6W ODUJDUHWTYVY 5RDG DQG LV URXWHG DORQJ V
+DUWTV &RUQHU La@EREQE®DNE Rroddéct Way and Botanic Road, and outbound buses

along Prospect Road. Priority for buses is provided along the entire route, consisting primarily of
dedicated bus lanes in both directions. Continuous segregated cycle tracks are provided from Church
6WUHHW MXQFWLRQ WR +DUWTV &RUQHU 7KH )LQJODV &RUH %XV &
%XV &RUULGRU IURP +DUWYVYf&RUQHU WR $UUDQ 4XD\

5.3  Design Alternatives

Following the completion of the public consultation process in relation to the Emerging Preferred Route, various
amendments were made to the scheme proposals to address some of the issues raised in submissions, including
incorporating suggestions and recommendations from residents, community groups, businesses, elected
representatives and stakeholders, and / or arising from the availability of additional information. These
amendments were incorporated into the designs and informed a draft Preferred Route Option. Alternatives
considered during the development of the draft Preferred Route Option included:

x Two options were assessed for the section of Ballymun Main Street between Shangan Road and
Gateway Crescent. One option was to maintain the two general traffic lanes while the second option
looked at the reduction of the general traffic lanes down to one lane in each direction and to include
on-street parking and additional street trees;

x For the Griffith Avenue Traffic Gyratory System, a three-lane and one-way road layout was originally
proposed, with a bus lane, a shared left-turn, a straight ahead lane and a separate right-turn lane
on R108 St. Mobhi Road on the southbound approach to the junction with R102 Griffith Avenue.
This creates a significant conflict between left-turn traffic and straight-ahead bus and cyclist
movements. An evaluation of the traffic demands at this location indicated that the removal of one
of the three existing traffic lanes would be problematic and would overload the remaining two traffic
lanes. It is clear therefore, that allocation of one of the three existing traffic lanes on this link to
become a bus lane will require a reduction in the general traffic flows to match the reduced capacity
of the two remaining traffic lanes. This can be achieved by removing the left-turn lane entirely and
reversing the one-way system patrtially to divert the southbound to east traffic from R108 Ballymun
Road around the western and southern sides of the triangle, to be joined by traffic from the west,
which will be enabled to continue directly eastward along the southern arm. Thus, the left-turn
conflict at R102 Griffith Avenue would be removed entirely for the benefit of buses, cyclists and
pedestrians;

x  Two potential options for bus priority and associated traffic management were considered between
Griffith Avenue and Phibsborough. One option would provide for bus priority along R108 St. Mobhi
Road and northbound through-traffic would be diverted to other routes to the west. The other option
would require widening along R108 St. Mobhi Road to provide additional bus lanes with the removal
of a large number of mature street trees; and

x An alternative to road widening along the R135 Finglas Road between Glasnevin Cemetery and
+DUWTV &RUQHU RQ WKH ZHvaleHatiGe arratgem&tvirtls iadividening on the
eastern side of the street affecting fewer properties (three houses compared to 19) with larger
gardens that could retain off-street parking. The Proposed Scheme will require land acquisition from
6W O9LQFHQWYV 6HFRQGDU\ 6FKRRO E\ URDG ZLGHQLQJhR® WKH
properties at Bengal Terrace on the eastern side.
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Furthermore, a number of changes to the design were made based on feedback received during the second round
of public consultation and dialogue with stakeholders. However, the changes made to the draft Preferred Route
Option were relatively small scale.

The assessment of alternatives took account of environmental impacts, alongside other relevant factors including
the economy, safety, and accessibility, to arrive at the Proposed Scheme.

6. Description of the Proposed Scheme

The Proposed Scheme will be approximately 11km in length and will be comprised of two main alignments in
terms of the route it will follow, from Ballymun to the City Centre (the Ballymun Section) and from Finglas to
Phibsborough (the Finglas Section).

The Ballymun Section of the Proposed Scheme will commence on R108 Ballymun Road at its junction with St.
ODUJDUHWYYV 5RDG MXVW VRXWK R&na willb&uRY aldny thx R1IB&\Oh Balymun Road,
St. Mobhi Road, Botanic Road, Prospect Road, Phibsborough Road, Constitution Hill and R132 Church Street as
far as R148 Arran Quay at the River Liffey on the western edge of Dublin City Centre. Priority for buses will be
provided along the entire route, consisting primarily of dedicated bus lanes in both directions, where feasible, with
alternative measures proposed at particularly constrained locations such as at R108 St. Mobhi Road. A
complementary cycle route along quiet streets is proposed along Royal Canal Bank in Phibsborough, which will
extend southwards from the Royal Canal to Western Way, parallel a short distance to the east of R108
Phibsborough Road, and also through the Markets Area at the southern end of the Proposed Scheme.

The Finglas Section of the Proposed Scheme will commence on the R135 Finglas Road at the junction with R104

6W ODUJDUHWYV 5RDG DQG ZLOO EH URXWHG DORQJ WKH 5 JLQJODV 5]
where it will join the Ballymun Section of the Proposed Scheme. Priority for buses will be provided along the entire

route, consisting of dedicated bus lanes in both directions. Continuous segregated cycle tracks will be provided

IURP WKH &KXUFK 6WUHHW -XQFWLRQ L Qclpltack® &@e/prapBsed Blohg/ e Fifagtas Q H U
Bypass at the northern end of the Proposed Scheme, as more suitable routes are available along local streets.

The design of the Proposed Scheme has evolved through comprehensive design iteration with particular
emphasis on minimising the potential for environmental impacts, where practicable, whilst ensuring the objectives
of the Proposed Scheme are attained. In addition, feedback received from the comprehensive consultation
programme undertaken throughout the option selection and design development process has been incorporated
where appropriate.

The Proposed Scheme has been developed to ensure that the principles of universal design are integrated fully
in the design, providing access for all users, and eliminating barriers to people with disabilities.

A typical BusConnects road layout is shown in Image 6.1.

CYCLE
FOOTPATH TRACK BUS LANE TRAFFIC LANE
__________ M S S oo oo oo Cococoooo oo Coococoooo oo

Imageb.1: Typical BusConnects Road Layout
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The Proposed Scheme will make significant improvements to pedestrian and cycling facilities and to bus priority.
Some of the key changes that will be made to the existing corridor as a result of the Proposed Scheme are the
following:

x The number of pedestrian signal crossings will increase by 26 from 18 to 44 as a result of the
Proposed Scheme;

x  The proportion of segregated cycle facilities will increase from 60% on the existing corridor to 93%
on the Proposed Scheme; and

x The proportion of the route having bus priority measures will increase from 49% on the existing
corridor to 100% on the Proposed Scheme.

The Proposed Scheme is described in the following seven sections (Section 1 to Section 4 comprise the Ballymun

Section of the Proposed Scheme and Section 5 to Section 7 comprise the Finglas Section of the Proposed
Scheme):

Sectionl +% DOO\PXQ 5RDG IURP 6W ODUJDUHWYTY 5RDG WR *ULIILWK
Section 2 +St. Mobhi Road and Botanic Road from Griff LWK $YHQXH WR +DUWTYTV &RUQF
Section3 +t3URVSHFW 5RDG 3KLEVERURXJK 5RDG IURP +DUWTYV &RUQ
Section 4 - Constitution Hill and Church Street to Arran Quay;

Section5 +)LQJODV 5RDG IURP 6W ODUJDUHWYTYV 5RDG WR :HOOPRXQV
Section 6 zFinglas Road from Wellmount Road to Ballyboggan Road; and

Section7 £)LQJODYV 5RDG IURP %DOO\ERJJDQ 5RDG WR +DUWYV &RUQ

X X X X X X X

6.1 Sectionl % DOO\PXQ 5RDG IURP 6W ODUJDUHWYV 5
Avenue

Section 1 of the Proposed Scheme will commence on R108 % DOO\PXQ 5RDG DW LWV MXQFWLRC
Road, just south of M50 Motorway Junction 4. This section of the Proposed Scheme extends along R108 Ballymun
Road to the junction with R102 Griffith Avenue.

Priority for buses will be provided along the entire length of this section of the Proposed Scheme, with dedicated
bus lanes in both directions. Segregated cycle tracks will be provided in both directions.

In Section 1 there are 12 existing signal-controlled junctions, of which 11 are on the Ballymun Road dual
carriageway, which are large in scale with long crossing distances for pedestrians. The Proposed Scheme will
reduce the footprint of these junctions through narrower traffic lanes and tighter corners and through the removal
of most left-turn slip lanes. This will provide more direct pedestrian crossings on all junction arms, where in some
cases there may only be signal crossings on some but not all arms. Protected cycle tracks are proposed at each
junction to maintain segregation from traffic to the greatest degree possible.

In Ballymun Town Centre, on Ballymun Main Street, the street layout will be altered from two general traffic lanes
to one general traffic lane and one dedicated bus lane in each direction between the Shangan Road Junction and
the Gateway Crescent Junction to provide permanent on-street parking at the commercial and civic premises
along Ballymun Main Street. New street trees will be provided to improve the urban realm along Ballymun Main
Street.

South of the R103 Collins Avenue Junction, the road layout in the northbound direction will be altered from two
general traffic lanes to one general traffic lane and one dedicated bus lane on the western side of the carriageway
north of the junction at St. Pappin Road to accommodate on-street parking spaces, which will serve frequent drop-
off activity related to the Our Lady of Victories National School.

At the gyratory junction of R108 Ballymun Road / R102 Griffith Avenue / R108 St. Mobhi Road, the traffic system
will be modified to divert southbound left-turn traffic on R108 St. Mobhi Road turning east onto R102 Griffith
Avenue. This traffic will instead circulate around the western and southern arms of the triangular road system
which will be modified to two-way movement on those arms. Likewise, eastbound traffic from the western section
of R102 Griffith Avenue will continue directly along the southern side of the gyratory instead of diverting around
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the northern end of it. This arrangement will remove a significant traffic conflict at the corner of R108 St. Mobhi
Road and R102 Griffith Avenue which will benefit buses and cyclists.

Segregated cycle tracks will be provided through the traffic gyratory, plus a two-way cycle track along R102 Griffith
Avenue on the southern side to facilitate the cycle connection from Griffith Avenue West (where there is a primary
school and sports ground) to R108 St. Mobhi Road, without the need for eastbound cyclists to cross the road
twice.

6.2 Section 2 *St. Mobhi Road and Botanic Road from Griffith Avenue
WR +DUWYTV &RUQHU

Section 2 of the Proposed Scheme will commence at the R108 St. Mobhi Road / R102 Griffith Avenue Junction
and will extend for 1.5km to + DU W §V @&oRRUAD Phithsborough, where it will meet the Finglas Section of the
Proposed Scheme.

A northbound Bus Gate will be provided on R108 St. Mobhi Road at the southern arm of the junction with R102
Griffith Avenue to provide appropriate priority for bus services where no bus lane is provided in the northbound
direction due to width constraints. Segregated cycling tracks will be provided on each side of the street generally,
with a two-way cycle track section proposed on part of the eastern side of R108 St. Mobhi Road to cater for higher
flow of pedestrians and cyclists accessing a cluster of schools and sports clubs on that side of the road.
Northbound through-WUDIILF ZLOO EH GLYHUVRHG FidylasRodd WsfeadLRR1G3 BataniclRoad.
This traffic may then traverse eastward at Old Finglas Road to re-join R108 Ballymun Road at R102 Griffith
Avenue. A second local traffic diversion route will divert away from R108 St. Mobhi Road along Botanic Road,
Glasnevin Hill, Old Finglas Road, Cremore Villas and R102 Griffith Avenue to re-join R108 Ballymun Road. To
the west of R108 St. Mobhi Road, a short section of Ballymun Road Lower between Claremont Avenue and
Church Avenue will be restricted to a one-way southbound general traffic lane where the road is too narrow for
two-way traffic alongside on-street parking, which will be formalised to accommodate the parking needs of
residents with houses without driveways.

An offline segregated two-way cycle track will be provided through the public open space on the southern side of
St. Mobhi Drive along the north bank of the River Tolka. Eastbound traffic access to R108 St. Mobhi Road from
St Mobhi Drive will be prohibited to reduce traffic flows along this narrow residential street.

On R108 Botanic Road, south of the junction with R108 St. Mobhi Road, there is a narrow section of street where
bus lanes cannot be accommodated. Instead, bus priority will be provided by signal controls at the upstream
approaches to this section in both directions. Segregated cycle tracks will be provided on R108 Botanic Road as
an upgrade of the existing advisory cycle lanes. Once R108 Botanic Road becomes wider at the former print-
works, bus lanes will be provided in both directions.

In Section 2 there are four traffic signal junctions.. Protected cycle tracks are proposed at each junction to maintain
segregation from traffic to the greatest degree possible.

6.3  Section 3 xProspect Road, Phibsbor RXJK 5RDG IURP +DUW(YV
to Western Way

Section 3 of the Proposed Scheme will commence at the R108 Prospect Road / Lindsay Road Junction at the
VRXWKHUQ DSH[ RI + Duil'ékiexd thruy Phihsiinf@@h over a length of 1.2km to the R135 Western
Way Junction.

Priority for buses will be provided along the entire length of this section of the Proposed Scheme, with dedicated

bus lanes in both directions over most of the length, apart from at three short sections (Prospect Road / Whitworth

5RDG 3KLEVERURXJK 5RDG P VRXWK RI '"R\OHYV &RUQHU DQG 3KLEVER
where signal controlled priority for buses will be used.

A two-way segregated cycle track will be provided along the eastern side of R108 Prospect Road to the Royal
Canal, where the cycle route will deviate a short distance eastwards to join the Royal Canal Bank, an infilled
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former canal branch, bypassing Phibsborough Village. The existing railway bridge on the Connolly railway line to
the south of Lindsay Grove will be widened, and two new cycle / pedestrian bridges will be provided:

x One over the Docklands railway line adjacent to Whitworth Road; and
x One over the Royal Canal.

Heading southward from the Royal Canal, the cycle route will largely avail of the existing quiet street along Royal
Canal Bank. The cycle route will pass around the eastern side of Phibsboro Library and will then cross underneath
R101 North Circular Road, where a new bridge will be provided to enable the north to south cycle route to pass
through without the climb and delay of a traffic signal crossing.

6.4  Section 4 zxConstitution Hill and Church Street to Arran Quay

Section 4 of the Proposed Scheme will commence at the R135 Western Way Junction and will extend along R108
Constitution Hill and R132 Church Street for 1km southwards to the R148 Arran Quay / Ormond Quay Junction
at the River Liffey, which will be the end of the Proposed Scheme.

Priority for buses will be provided with dedicated bus lanes over most of this section, with three short gaps where
Signal Controlled Priority will be provided instead at the following locations on Church Street Lower:

X Southbound from the junction of R804 King Street Northto 0D U\ V fd &lehgth of 190m;
X Northbound from the junction at May Lane for a length of 60m; and

X Southbound from the junction at Chancery Street for a length of 50m.

Along R108 Constitution Hill, a two-way cycle track will be provided on the eastern side of the street to connect
from R135 Western Way to Coleraine Street. An additional northbound cycle track will also be provided on the
western side to connect to the Technological University Dublin campus at Grangegorman via Broadstone Gate.
The main cycle route will follow quiet streets through the Markets Area from Coleraine Street to R148 Ormond
Quay. Along Church Street Lower short sections of cycle track will be provided at the three locations where there
will be gaps in the bus lanes.

6.5 Section5 £)LQJODYV 5RDG IURP 6W ODUJDUHW(V 5RI
Road

Section 5 of the Proposed Scheme will commence at the northern end at the junction of R135 Finglas Road with
R104 6 W 0D U JD U Hawd Wil exeridl @ a south-eastern direction along the Finglas Bypass dual carriageway
over a length of 1.1km to the Wellmount Road Junction on the southern edge of Finglas Village.

The Finglas Bypass is a segregated dual carriageway road that caters only for vehicular traffic until the grade-
separated junction with Mellowes Road on the western side of Finglas Village. There are no existing footpaths or

cycle tracks along this northern 0.75km length of Section 5, and pedestrians and cyclists will continue to use the

parallel local streets to the east and west of the Finglas Bypass. There are no existing pedestrian facilities at the
roundabout junction of R135 Finglas Road and R104 6W ODUJDUHWYV 5RDG ZLWK D IRRWEUL
dual carriageway road, 35m south of the roundabout. New bus stops will be provided on the Finglas Bypass dual
carriageway, just south of the roundabout, to cater for the proposed F1 route bus services that will bypass Finglas

Village. To provide access to these bus stops, new footpaths will be provided around the roundabout, with
associated signal pedestrian crossings on all four arms of the junction.

Priority for buses will be provided along the entire length of this section of the Proposed Scheme, with dedicated
bus lanes in both directions. There is an existing southbound bus lane over the full length of Section 5, but the
existing northbound bus lane ends at the northbound merge ramp from Mellowes Road which is 0.5km south of
the northern end of the Proposed Scheme.. In the Proposed Scheme, a northbound bus lane will be provided
along the full length of this section through conversion of the existing left-hand traffic lane to a bus lane over a
length of 0.5km. Bus lanes will also be provided on the southern slip ramps at the Mellowes Road grade-separated
junction to cater for proposed bus route F2 that will serve the north-western area of Finglas.
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6.6 Section 6 xFinglas Road from Wellmount Road to Ballyboggan
Road

Section 6 of the Proposed Scheme will extend along R135 Finglas Road from the Wellmount Road Junction to
the Ballyboggan Road Junction, over a length of 1.6km.

Priority for buses will be provided along the entire length of this section of the Proposed Scheme, with dedicated
bus lanes in both directions.

Segregated cycle tracks will be provided in both directions along the full length of this section of the Proposed
Scheme.

6.7 Section7 zFinglasRo DG IURP %DOO\ERJJDQ 5RDG WR +

6HFWLRQ Rl WKH 3URSRVHG 6FKHPH ZLOO H[WHQG DORQJ 5 JLQJODV 5|
where it will meet the Ballymun Section of the Proposed Scheme.

Priority for buses will be provided along the entire length of this section of the Proposed Scheme, with dedicated
bus lanes in both directions. This will require road widening over a length of 330m in front of Glasnevin Cemetery
at 6W 9L QFH Q Vvl ttie (EeRBiDe and at part of Bengal Terrace on the eastern side.

South of Claremont Lawns, alongside Glasnevin Cemetery, the existing on-street parking will be removed and
replaced with a new parking facility with the same number of spaces, which will encroach into the open public
space at Claremont Lawns.

Segregated cycle tracks will be provided in both directions along the full length of this section of the Proposed
Scheme.

SHDFKLQJ +DUWTV &RUQHU W Kdllel iRtX RIBEAROS i@ Waly) Bhith. iS5 thi# Kddtiiern side of
theone-ZD\ WULDQJXODU J\UDWRU\ WUDIILF Way dydteRrapWwilHie pravifiad fdReteHU  $
northern side of R108 Prospect Way to connect to the proposed two-way cycle track along the eastern side of
R108 Prospect Road, as described in Section 2 of the Proposed Scheme. This will allow cyclists to circulate
DURXQG WKH QRUWKHUQ DQG HDVWHUQ VLGHV RI +DUWTTV &RUQHU 1X0OO0\

7. Construction

The Construction Phase for the Proposed Scheme is anticipated to take approximately 24 months to complete. It
will be constructed based on individual sectional completions that will individually have shorter durations typically
ranging between two to 12 months.

The construction of the Proposed Scheme will include the following activities:

x  Site preparation and clearance works, including:
o Land acquisition where temporary or permanent land take is required,;
Installation of fencing and signage;
Protection of trees and vegetation to be retained;
Vegetation clearance and treatment of non-native invasive plant species;
Archaeological investigations;
Ground investigations;
Set up of the Construction Compounds;
Installation of temporary lighting; and
Demolition of items such as walls, gates, fencing, lighting poles and bus stops.
x Road and street upgrades, including:
o Alterations to parking and access;

(0]
(0]
(0]
(0]
(0]
(0]
0]
(0]
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Implementation of pedestrian and cyclist safety measures;
Implementation of road closures or diversions;

Topsoil and subsoil excavation;

Works to cellars, if required;

Adjustment or upgrades to drainage;

Realignment, replacement or protection of utilities and services;

Construction of pavement, including carriageway, kerbs; changing roundabouts to signalised
junctions; modifications to parking and loading bays; upgrades to footpaths; installation of
cycle tracks; improvements covering existing and new bus stops (island, shared landing area,
inline, layby types, plus shelters, CCTV and information displays); etc.;

o Upgrade of road furnishings (including street furniture, signage, lighting, and communication
systems); and

o Landscaping.

x Construction site decommissioning, including the removal of all construction facilities and
equipment.

O 0O 0O o o o o

The Construction Phase of the Proposed Scheme will also include the construction of the following structures:
x Pedestrian / cycle bridge over the railway line at Lindsay Grove. This structure will be located
adjacent to the existing bridge over the railway line and will be independent to the existing bridge;

x Pedestrian / cycle bridge over the railway line at Whitworth Road. This structure will be located
adjacent to the existing bridge over the railway line and will be independent to the existing bridge;

x Pedestrian / cycle bridge over the Royal Canal. This structure will be an arch bridge over the Royal
Canal and will provide an alternative route for pedestrians and cyclists along the Royal Canal Bank;

x Pedestrian / cyclist underpass, under R101 North Circular Road. This structure will provide
continuity to the cycle / pedestrian route along Royal Canal Bank beneath the R101 North Circular
Road; and

x Retaining wall at Home Farm Football Club on R108 St. Mobhi Road. This structure will replace the
existing retaining wall in this location which will be required to be demolished to accommodate the
Proposed Scheme layout with a bus lane, cycle lane and pedestrian footpath on the eastern side of
R108 St. Mobhi Road.

Construction Compounds along the Proposed Scheme will be located, as follows:

Construction Compound B1 *=North-eastern corner of Santry Cross;

Construction Compound B2 *St. Mobhi Drive;

Construction Compound B3 *Constitution Hill / Catherine Lane North Junction;

Construction Compound F1 +tOHOORZHYV 3DUN LQ WKH YLFLQLW\ RI 6W O0DUJ|
Construction Compound F2 +Finglas Road / Finglas Place Junction; and

Construction Compound F3 +Claremont Lawns (opposite Glasnevin Cemetery).

X X X X X X

Construction Compounds will be used as the primary location for the storage of materials, plant and equipment,
site offices, worker welfare facilities and limited car parking. They will be secured to ensure the safe storage of all
on-site materials and machinery. Temporary fencing will be erected and site security will be employed. The
Construction Compounds are shown in Image 7.1 to Image 7.6.
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